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because the title does not belong to me and partly from
vanity! The President of the United States ought to have
no title; and if he did have a title it ought to be a bigger
one. "Whenever an important prince comes here he is apt
to bring a shoal of "Excellencies' in Ms train. Just as I
should object to having the simple dignity of the WMte
House changed for such attractions as might lie in a second-
rate palace, so I feel that the President of a great demo-
cratic republic should have no title but President. He
could not have a title that would not be either too much
or too little. Let him be called the President, and nothing
more.

"I suppose each of us is inclined to envy the advantages
of a system different from that under which he himself
lives. I was much struck by your congratulations upon my
being free from 'the wearing, distracting, and sometimes
most ignoble details of parliamentary warfare.' They
must be wearing and distracting, and often ignoble, but
upon my word I can hardly believe they are worse than
what comes to any American President in the matter of
patronage. I have done all I could, and I think I may say
more than any other President has ever done, in the direc-
tion of getting rid of the system of appointing and remov-
ing men for political considerations. But enough remains
to cause me many hours of sordid and disagreeable work,
which yet must be done under penalty of losing the good
will of men with whom it is necessary that I should work.

"I can quite understand how Mr. Gladstone suffered at
some great crisis like that with Russia, or in the Egyptian
matter, or the Irish matter, when he was forced to submit
to the insolence of men his inferiors in every respect, men
not deserving serious notice by him, who yet had the power
to force him into controversy. But as I say, each man
knows where his own shoe pinches. I have had a most
vivid realization of what it must have meant to Abraham
Lincoln, in the midst of the heartbreaking anxieties of the
Civil War, to have to take up his time trying to satisfy the
candidates for postmaster at Chicago, or worse still in